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GEAMMATICAL HINTS 

GERMAN SCRIPT 

a (ah) ^ y jot(yot) ^^<^e8(ess) 

^ 4^ be (bay) c:^ ^ ka (kah) j^ es-zet (ess-tsef) 

^ ^ ce(tsay) S^ ^el(el) ^ ^ te (tay) 

^^ J" de (day) ^^ *^ em (em) ^ J:^ u (oo) 

-m. e (ay) /Z ** en (en) ^^^C^ ^ vau (fow) 

ef (eff) ^ ^ (oh) ^^^ *^ w (vay) 

' ge(gay) ^^y^ Pe (pay) Q^ ^ ix (ix) 

^^^ ha (hah) ^^ ku (koo) ^\t TP^i^on (ipsilon) 

(2/ *' i (ee) ^^ ^ r (err as in ^ j. zct (tset) 



error) 



WORD-ORDER 

I. Normal Order. 

„ Objsct Adtsrb of Prrdicats ^ 

8UBJ.0T VlBB l,p„,cT DlH«CT TlM> Pl.AC« MaHK.B A|M«CTIVB 0« NOUIT PARTICIFLB IkFIITITIT. 

3)er gril^Iing ift enblic^ tng Sanb gefommen. 

l£)iefed§audtiitrb fid^er eine 3ierbe bet @tabt fein. 

II. Inverted Order. 

OhB ObJBCT or ADTRRB VrRB SUBJBCT (RbST as IK NOBMAL Obdbb) • 

@nb(i(^ ift bet t^il^Ung ind fianb getommen. 

SlUed ]|atte bet ^rieg ben armen Snenfd^en geraubt. 

©ic^er tuirb biefed §aug eine 3icvbe bet @tabt fein. 
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III. Dependent Order. 

CoKJUKCTioH Subject °"f"*'* , Pb.dicat. 

oujwst.x ^„D Adverb Adjictivb ok N( 

(SBirwiffcn), bag bie ®rbc ein« ilugcl iji* 

(34n)anfci^te);ba^ bu biefedSBUbeinmal : gefeten l^atteft. 

But 

a. 3(^ itjfinfd^te, bu ptteft biefeig 99ttb etnmat gefeljen. 

b. aSfttc er I)ier, fo nKurbe er unig ^dfen. 

c. S3et)or il^m bie £eute fatten l^elfen Unntn, iDar er untergegangen. 
The coordinating conjunctions 

abcr allein fonbern 
unb ober 
benn 
do not in any way affect the word-order. 

GENDER 

Feminine are all nouns ending in et, eret, l^eit, feit, in, fd^aft, ung, or 
the foreign suflBxes age, te, (t)ion, if. 

Neuter are all diminutives in ^ett and leitt regardless of the natural 
or the grammatical gender of their primitivea 

Compounds take the gender of the last component part. 

DECLENSION OF NOUNS 

I. Singular. 

1. All masculines denoting inanimate things^mos^ other masculines, 
and all neuters take -4 (-e^) in the genitive, and, if monosyllabic, 
may take -e in the dative. Accusative = nominative. 

2,' Some masculines denoting living beings (especially those in -e) 
take -n (-en) in the genitive, dative, accusative, singular — and in the 
plural throughout. 

3. Feminines remain unchanged in the singular. 
Eemember 9?ame(n), -en^, etc. ; ^rjen^, ^erjen. 
IL Plural. 

bie Saften mp^t (^Klnbe) |)aufer Slumen (SlRenfc^en) 
ber Saften ^6<3fe |)aufer Stumen 

ben Saften ^bp^tn ^fiufern Slumen 

bie Slaften S!6pfe pufer ©lumen 

DECLENSION OF PROPER NAIOS 

©d^iHeri^ SSerle or bie SBerfe ©d^illerA 

S)eg jungen ®d)\fltx^ SSerte but bie SBerfe be^ jungen ©driller. 

Sfinig SRuboIfg 2Ra^t but SDie 2Rad^t be^ mniQ^ SRuboIf. 



DECLENSION OF ADJECTIVES 

1. Weak declension. 

' M. F. N. 

-e -e -e 

Singular -| -CU -Ctt -eit 

-cn -en -en 

-en -c -c 



Plubal 



-en 
-en 
-en 
-en 



► with a distinctive ending precedes the 



The weak declension of the adjective is to be used when 
Tone of the articles, or 
[a pronominal adjective 
attributive adjective, e.g. Unferci^ neuen §aufci5, but Unfer neuci^ $an§. 
Otherwise the strong endings are to be used. 

2. Strong declension. 

'-er -e -e^ f-e 

-en -er -vx 

-em -er -em 

. -en -e -e^ 



Singular 



Plural 



-er 
-en 
-e 



The number of attributive adjectives has no influence upon the 
adjective declension — they are either all weak or all strong. 

Predicate adjectives are not declined if they are in the positive 
or comparative degree. An uninflected superlative is never used as a 
predicate adjective. 

5)tefer ©ommer toar tparm, aber ber tjorige tear nod^ njfirmer. 

5)er Wmoi Sluguft ift ber tDfirmfte (or, am toarmften). 

(£r \)0i tl)n anf^ todrmfte enlpfo^ten = very warmly (no comparison 
being implied). 

PRONOUNS 

The relatives bet and toeld^et are alike in meaning and use; but 
lt)elci^er has no genitive in modem German. 

SBct as relative is used without antecedent (= he who). 
SBttiS as a relative is used : 

a. without antecedent. ' 

6. after a neuter demonstrative or indefinite pronoun. 

c. after neuter adjectives (especially superlatives). 

Adverbial Pronoun-Compounds 

Instead of preposition + pronoun, referring to inanimate objects 
(sing, or plur.), compounds are used as follows : 
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a. Use bamit, banad^, batiu, barauf, etc., for preposition + personal or 
demonstrative pronoun = with it {that), after it (that), in it (that), etc. 

b. Use mmxt, mnaii, mxxn, mxan^, etc., for preposition + relative 
or interrogative pronoun. 

Eemember: The compounds should be used for the interrogative 
pronouns; they should be used for the personal and demonstrative 
pronouns ; they may be used for the relative pronoun. 

THE VERB 

Auxiliary Verbs 
^aitn and @ein. 

1. All transitive verbs use l^aben to form the perfect tenses. 

2. Intransitive verbs denoting motion toward a place or a change 
of condition (fterben, ItJad^fen, etc.) use fein. 

3. Witli ftei)en, liegen, [i^en, either t)aben or fein is permissible, but t)abcn 
is preferred. With fein, bleiben, gefd^et)en, gelingen, only fein is possible. 

aSctbcn* 

With any form of itjerben denoting future or conditional action a 
dependent infinitive is necessary : 

(£r n)irb geljen. 
(£r rt)flrbe gegangen fein. 
With any form of tDcrben denoting passive action a dependent per- 
fect participle is necessary : 
(£r n)irb gelobt. 

(£r n)irb gelobt n)erben, 



' \ (£r n)urbe gelobt n)orben fein, 



'where both the future or condi- 
tional idea and the passive are 
present. 



Use of the Tenses 

1. The present is often used instead of the future to denote cer- 
tainty (usually in the near future) : 3d^ fomme morgen. 

2. The future is often used instead of the present to denote proba- 
bility : Sr rt)irb fd^on i^ter fein, / suppose he is here already. 

3. Facts that have started in the past, and continue in the present, 
are denoted by the present (Eng. perfect): S^ lenne it)n feit brei Sal^ren, 
/ have known him for three years. 

4. For isolated statements (especially in conversation) the perfect 
is preferred to the preterit. 
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Modal Auxiliaries 

The modal auxiliaries denote — 

I. Ability: fault* VI. Duty: foH. 

XL Intention: mitt* VII. Permission: batf* 

III. Wish : miki^te (subj.). VIII. Prohibition : barf ttid^t 

IV. Dislike: 'vM ttid^t, mag IX. Possibility: fautt^ timAt, vxa^, 

ui^t. miifl^tc. 

V. Compulsion: mug* X. Probability: bittfte^ 

The "weak" perfect participles of the modal auxiliaries (gefimut 
etc.) are used if the main verb is understood: SSatltm iift btt ttid^t 
gefommen? — 3rl^ ^aic itid^t gebutft^ — In connection with the main 
verb, the "strong participle" (= infinitive) is used: 3}d^ l^aBe nid^t 
fommcn biitfen; this "double infinitive" always stands last, even in 
dependent sentences: ^a id^ uid^t l^aBe {ommen bittfcn, l^aBe id^ ge« 
ffl^ticBen^ -ffe cowW {ought to etc.) A,ai?e come = tt l^fittc {ommen Munctt 
(fottctt, biitfen^ etc.). 

The modal auxiliaries, and the verbs fc^Ctt^ l^ihrcii; laffen^ l^ci^Ctt 
{= command), fitl^Ictt (and often Ittntn, It^ttn, fftl^tn, mod^tt), require 
simple infinitive (without Jtt). 

Indirect Discourse and Clauses of Purpose 

Use of the Subjimctive in indirect discourse (and clauses of 
purpose) : 

1. If the introductory verb stands in the present, use the indic- 
ative : @r fagt, er fennt mid^ ; (£r lauft, bamit er ntd^t ju ]pat fommt. 

2. If the introductory verb does not stand in the present, use : 
Subjunctive present or preterit, for a present of direct discourse. 

Direct : S^ fonn nid^t fommen. 
Indirect : (£r fagte, ba& er nid)t fommen f onne (f dnnte). 
Subjunctive perfect or pluperfect, for a preterit, perfect, or pluper- 
fect of direct discourse. 

Direct : ^ii) f am ju \pat (bin, n)ar . . . gefommen). 
Indirect : (£r fagte, ba^ er jU \pat gefommen fet (rt)are). 
Subjunctive future, or present conditional, for a future (or present 
with future meaning) of direct discourse. 
' Sd^ tperbe gleid^ fommen. 
3(^ fomme gteid^. 
Indirect : ®r fagte, ba^ er gleic^ fommen toerbe (toiirbe). 
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Direct : 



PREPOSITIONS 

Accusative and Dative 

^n, auf, liinter, neben, in, 
liber,, unter, t)or unb jltJifd^en 
©tcl^cn mit bcm oicrtcn gall, 
3Benn man fragen fann: laol^in? 
3Mit bcm brittcn flc^n fie fo, 
3)afe man nut fann fragen : tw ? 



Dative 


Accusative 


Genitive 


au^, aufeer 


burd^ 


n^alirenb 


bei, mit 


fiir 


toegen 


nad^, feit 


gegen 


IdngS 


t)on, ju 


of)ne 


ftatt 




urn 


tro| 


as postpositive 
prepositions 


n^iber 


and the compounds of j^alh 
and feiti^ : innerl^alb, t>xe^' 


entgegen 




fcitS, etc. 


gegeniiber 






jutoiber 






SIGNS FOR CORRECTIONS 


p, = punctuation 




c. = case 


sp. = spelling 




g, = gender 


«?. = wrong word 




m. = mood 


( ) = omit 




n. = number 


A = an omission 




pn. = person 


f = unintelligible 




t. = tense 


X = very poor, rewrite 


V. = voice 



^ 




p 



